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STATEMENT REGARDING AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL ARSA REPORT: 
Report may lack veracity, further endanger persecuted Rohingya and other Muslims 
 
 

On Tuesday, May 22, Amnesty International garnered both praise and heavy criticism upon releasing its Report 
“Myanmar: New evidence reveals Rohingya armed group massacred scores in Rakhine State,” which attributes 
at least one Hindu massacre in Northern Rakhine to the elusive Rohingya militant group known as the Arakan 
Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA). 
 
While our organization greatly respects the vast majority of Amnesty's invaluable work in exposing human rights 
violations around the world, Stateless Dignity nonetheless wishes to express concern—in solidarity with much 
of the Rohingya activist community—regarding several aspects of this Report, including its methodology and 
the empirical veracity of its findings as well as its timing. 
 
Stateless Dignity does not deny that the Hindu massacre in question took place; it certainly did.  Further—to the 
extent that ARSA exists and/or continues to exist (a subject of some debate)—it is a criminal entity, and is viewed 
as such by, in our view, virtually all Rohingya, and certainly by Rohingya advocates.  
 
That said, Amnesty's latest Report raises several important questions, and may also present additional challenges 
and dangers for already-vulnerable Muslim and Rohingya persons around the world. 
 

• First and foremost, Amnesty’s Report maintains that the attack(s) in question were perpetrated by ARSA. 
Yet in doing so, the Report relies on scant, shaky, and sometimes discordant testimonials and evidence 
(some of which is provided by the Myanmar government itself), as well as on facts like the perpetrators' 
purported manner of speech (easily mistakable and possibly imitable) and dress (all black, including 
masks, which made the assailers unidentifiable). It is therefore difficult to draw decisive conclusions as to 
the perpetrators’ true identities. 

• Further, the motives behind such an attack remain questionable: for would ARSA not be more likely to 
target its perceived oppressors as opposed to members of another minority religious group? It thus 
appears plausible, and perhaps even more likely, that others (e.g., Myanmar security forces and/or 
other Buddhist-nationalist militant groups) would impersonate ARSA—and in doing so victimize another 
non-majority religious group—with the aim of further fomenting anti-Rohingya/anti-Muslim 
sentiment.  (This is not to allege conspiracy, nor even to suggest ARSA would be the most strategically-
adept entity. Rather, such possibilities are raised to illustrate alternative explanations that have gone 
unexplored—but ones that, based on what is known to date (e.g., the Myanmar government’s alleged 
involvement in the dissemination of hate speech and false rumors via social media), may not be beyond 
the realm of possibility.) 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/05/myanmar-new-evidence-reveals-rohingya-armed-group-massacred-scores-in-rakhine-state/
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• Finally, this Report comes at an already challenging moment in terms of regional and global perceptions 
of both the Rohingya and the Muslim community at large. For a casual or uninformed reader—or for the 
reader with an agenda and/or pre-existing prejudices—the Report may encourage further inaccurate 
“muddling” of ARSA/jihadist and terrorist movements (e.g., ISIS), Rohingya and other Muslims, and 
human rights advocates of all stripes: an issue already plaguing the Rohingya and broader human rights 
advocacy community. 
 

All that said, Stateless Dignity does not propose that any organization should refrain from reporting the 
truth.  Rather, if these attacks are ultimately verified as perpetrated by ARSA, then that conclusion should 
be roundly accepted. 
   
Stateless Dignity nonetheless believes that each and every organization also has a duty to remain keenly 
aware of both the accuracy and potential ramifications of their work, especially where that work may do 
more harm than good.  In the present case, it is already clear that this Report has been used both by 
Myanmar government officials and other hardliners to fan the flames of racist-nationalist vitriol and extremism 
domestically, as well as in other areas where Rohingya and other Muslims are at risk, such as India.  Over 
the past 36 hours, unverified reports have also emerged from the Maungdaw area indicating that this Report 
may already be being used as grounds for further attacks on remaining Rohingya settlements. 
 
We thus remain circumspect not only as to the full veracity of the Amnesty’s findings, but also concerned as 
to its possible implications for already marginalized Muslim communities around the world, including and 
especially the Rohingya.  Stateless Dignity therefore encourages both individual readers and global news 
outlets reporting on these findings to tread cautiously, remaining vigilant of potential flaws in the Report’s 
methodology and conclusions, and keeping in mind the potential risks such reporting may pose to 
already vulnerable groups. 
 
The full Amnesty Report is available at here. 
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